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The Forum 1s at 904 N. Center St. To my left 1s Johnny Pacheco who was born 
December 22, 1963 1n Casper, Wyomlng. He went to school 1n Midwest and gra- 
duated from there, went to Casper College where he 1s presently attending 
classes 1n radlology technology (X-Ray technlclan). He wants to be an oncolo- 
glst and treat cancer patlents. He comes from a blg famlly, but he only has one 
slster 1n hls Immedlate famlly. The man who takes care of thls place 1s Joe 
Pacheco. Marla Moreno was born 1n Mexlco on August 4, 1939. Her father came 
here to work. He worked cleanlng bulldlngs. She works 1n her home and takes 
care of her klds and grandklds. She has flve klds. John has a son and 1s 
gettlng ready to be marrled. Hls son 1s Johnny Pacheco the thlrd. Marla has 
been 1n Casper 25 years. She stlll has a good accent. Davld Vlllescas was born 
on November 14, 1968 1n Chlhuahua, Mexlco 1n the country. He 1s worklng 1n a 
restaurant, Peklng Restaurant. He 1s a cook. He comes from a famlly of seven 
klds, one slster, flve brothers. Three are stlll 1n Mexlco. He llkes Casper. 
Johnny says the Forum has been here slnce 1968. It was downtown beneath the old 
Wyatt Hotel 1n downtown. It was in the basement. They moved to thls place 1n 
1974. Johnnny is a bartender and helps wlth functlons. It 1s only open on 
Frlday, Saturday and Sunday. 

I ask Marla what Clnco de Mayo means to her. She answers 1n Spanlsh. 

"It's a festlval to celebrate the Independence of Mexlco." (Interpretatlon by 
Helen Rodriguez) They celebrate 1t more 1n Mexlco. Helen says: "Clnco de Mayo 
here 1s more arýiclzed. It's llke Fourth of July." 

Johnny: "There^s a lot of people that don't even understand. They just know 
that It's Clnco de Mayo. They don't know why. There's a lot of people that 
don't know that It's Mexlcan independence. They just grew up knowlng that it's 
a Hlspanic hollday and everybody celebrates. That's just the way 1t has been." 
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How did they celebrate 1t in Mexico? Marla answers. "They plck up the Mexlcan 
flag in Mexico and then they have dances a bunch of festivites, bunch of food, 
just people gatherlng, family-oriented. Hlspanlcs, Mexlcans, you know." 

(Helen Interprets for Maria and for Davld) 

It is a natlonal celebration. Denver has a blg turnout compared to Casper. I 
ask Johnny if Clnco de Mayo relates to the Centennial. He says no, not at all. 
He thinks it's bad. I ask him 1f the Spanlsh heritage has been Ignored. He 
says, yes, It's more recognized in Denver than 1n Wyomlng. It's not recognized 
1n Wyomlng. 

"Llke they sald, 1n Denver there are more Hlspanlc people. It's (Cinco de Mayo) 
more recognlzed than 1t 1s 1n the State of Wyomlng. In fact, It's not 
recognlzed at all. There's no, kind of, celebratlons, no parades, no anythlng. 
We're not^ecognlzed people, and thls 1s the only way we can be recognlzed 1n 
some way 1s by thls club. Thls comblnes all the Mexlcan people together, all 
the Hispanlcs, to show their celebratlon." 

Helen says It's exasperating. 

Helen Rodrlguez: "It's exasperatlng, kind of makes you want to glve up, and not 
glve up either. Educatlon's our freedom and freedom should be everybody's busl- 
ness. But we don't have enough clout here to hang 1n there together." 

Maria says shes a cltlzen. Does she feel 11ke she's in a minority that nobody 
cares about? She 1s 1n a mlnorlty, Helen translates: "We're a mlnorlty. We 
don't have that many here 1n Casper. There's not enough to make a dent 
anywhere. It's always the same ones. If you want to make a festlvlty or 
something, or hold somethlng, It's usually the same ones. A lot of em don't 
want to even come to North Casper. They don't want to partlclpate 1n Amerlcan 
G.I. Forum. They look down on 1t." 

I ask Davld what he likes best about G.I. Forum. “I llke the music. I llke to 
come over here and have a nice time, the people. It's like family. You all get 
together. You talk and you slng Jac111as(?) and you have a few beers and you 
dance and have a good tlme." (Helen translates) 

Do they speak Spanish or Engllsh here? More Spanish, Davld says. 

Johnny: "Thls is the only place in Casper that they can come with thelr frlends 
and talk their language. They can speak Spanish here and be comfortable without 
being nervous about trylng to talk 1n Engllsh. They can come 1n here and 
everythlng's Spanish, and have a good time and be good wlth thelr frlends." 

"It's why I like to come to here because I won't be embarrassed to talk to 
Mexican people because I can talk 1n Spanish ...." He's been here for about 
flve years and has spoken Engllsh for about, or after about, slx months (?) 

Johnny, do the older people appreciate the heritage? 

"Young people don't get Involved at all. In fact, they're just, klnd of, you 
know, I don't want to say, I'm belng prejudiced. They're Americanized, you 
know. They just forgot thelr herltage at all. And I'm gullty of that too. 
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untll I got Involved here and klnd of worked wlth 1t and seen 1t. But most of 
the older people llke my uncle and Helen, these guys were here longer and 
started and know what 1t means more than I do, or any young people. It's hard 
to get em to get Into 1t anymore. They just don't care." 

"I learned a lot. We have a slgn out there that explalns how the G.I. Forum 
started and why we are dolng thls and what 1t means.” 

What 1s the purpose of 1t? Johnny says: "Dr. Hector Garcla 1s the founder. He 
founded 1t 1n 1948, I belleve, because a Mexlcan-Amerlcan soldler was not glven 
the rlght for a proper burlal, a mllltary burlal because he was a Mexlcan. He 
was denled that. And so Dr. Garcla thought that was wrong and fought for that, 
and started Amerlcan G.I. Forum where all the Chlcanos could get together and 
flght for thlngs 11ke that, the equallty, not just for us but for everybody." 

It was polltlcal to begln wlth but became soclal. 

I ask Marla where she llves 1n Casper. She llves 1n North Casper. Helen says 
they look at North Casper as a barrlo. 

Helen: "They look at us as a barrlo." Marla llkes 1t, she says. She llkes the 
communlty because we're all nelghbors whether it's Blacks, Whltes or Mexlcans. 

Do they have problems, flghts? Not any more than anywhere else, says Johnny. 

"It's about 11ke anyplace else, you know. And that klnd of bothers me, too, 
because people look at thls place and don't want to come here cause they make a 
reputatlon on a place, and It's a nlce place to come and get together." 

1989-90 season was the flrst time the Forum had a pool team. 

Helen: "This 1s the flrst time that the Amerlcan G.I. Forum had a full team, 
this year, '89-90 season, the first time we had a pool team 1n there. They take 
turns going to dlfferent bars to play pool and a lot of the other bars were klnd 
of nervous comlng over here because they dldn't know what to expect. And for so 
many storles, they say, "Hell, thls 1s a pretty good bar." And I says, "I know 
1t is. You let all thls imaglnation go, and we're a pretty good club here, you 
know?" 

Johnny: "That's televlslon that does that to the people, makes em scared of the 
place. When you thlnk of Mexican people you thlnk of knlves and guns and bad 
guys.... White people won't come here because they get nervous unless they've 
llved 1n thls neighborhood and they know what thls place 1s about." 

Helen says they hardly get past the Chicken Coop. (A restaurant on north Center 
Street. What kind of people are here? 

Johnny: "It's a varlety. You got young people, old people and now we're gettln 
different races, Whites and Blacks come 1n here from all over, so you get a big 
mixture of people." 

It's a healthy mlx, I say. Do Hispanics have something to add to the community? 
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"There's a lot that we can show the communlty that we can do. Cause we're hard- 
worklng and we 11ke to help. We 11ke to do thlngs to make a communlty better, 
whether It's our nelghborhood or the town or whatever." 

I mentlon the Hlspanlc Santos exhlblt. They tell me about the Humanltles 
Council's project, La Cultura. 

I ask Davld what hls plans are? What does he want to do? He wants to make a 
place for hls wlfe and son. He wants to stay here. Marla wants to stay. She 
loves 1t here. Her family 1s here. Johnny wants to stay 1n Casper and ralse 
hls famlly. Helen asks for my card and wants to send me some Informatlon. 

Johnny doesn't speak much Spanlsh. Hls parents dld not teach hlm Spanlsh 
because most people spoke Engllsh. Worklng at the Forum brlngs hlm back to hls 
herltage. I glve each person a card. I thank them for the talk. I tell them I 
would like to take plctures whlle they dance. The band is called, "Azteca." 

We go on wlth the conversatlon. Davld says sometlmes his son asks how to say 
something in Spanish, cause he's learning English. He 1s three years old. 

Davld wants him to speak more Spanish as well as English. I record the muslc 
with door open, maybe whlle I'm plcklng up the equipment. The dlscusslon 1s 
ended and I am going to dance wlth Helen Rodriguez, then take some photos of the 
dance at the Forum. 

End of interview and taping at 26:20 



